
 
 

Meeting minutes of March 19, 2019 

 

Attendance: Lee McLean Houle, Steve Balcanoff, LT. Jesus Lopez, Marion Griffin, Janice 

Castle, Paige Berschet, Julie Ann Robinson, Joe Barber, LT. Obdulio Santiago, Mary Lee 

Morrison, Steve Yenke, Aaron Gill, Ron Peasley, Phil Blonski, Scott Lewis, Sandra 

Bernstein, Dan Kiernan, Chris Stone, Joe Laliberte, Barry Kriesberg, Gabrielle Emmanuel, 

Graciela Rivera, Sheila Njau, Abby Ostrom, Alexander Mayer, Shivonne Morgan, Naomi 

Ngoma 

 

The meeting was called to order at 5:36 by Aaron 

I. Welcome and Introductions (Introductions were made after the HPD report 

along with a plug for Susan Campbell’s book on Frog Hollow) 

II. Minutes Approval – Marion made a motion to approve February’s minutes, 

Janice seconded. Approved. 

III. HPD Report – Lt Santiago and Officer Pino reported 

• Crime is down in the neighborhood 

• CVS, Walgreen’s, and Family Dollar stress remain targets 

• 1 robbery, 1gun call, 1 burglary 

• City-wide – teens stealing tires and rims, particularly around the 3 AM time 

• Illegal dumping, Mayor Bronin called in the Broad Street incident caused 

by the property manager. 

IV. FD report – LT. Lopez 

•  put in a plug for people to consider renter’s insurance policies 

• A reminder that he can be contacted for free smoke detectors 

• There’s a wait list for installing carbon Monoxide detectors 

• Reviewed last month’s emergency responses. 

V. Office of the Mayor – Janice  

• Next Town Hall will be on 3/26 at the North End Senior Center 

• City will have an Employee Giving Campaign to include a fund raising 

basketball game between HPD vs HFD on 4/27 

• Enforcement for property owners responsible for shoveling sidewalks may 

shift from HPD to DPW 

• Litter continues to be a concern – attracts rodents, and impacts quality of 

life. If anyone knows of residential areas with litter, give Janice a call, so 

that she can get Community Court involved. 

• City Hall will feature crafts and art produced by Hartford Residents – to be 

sold. 

• City Hall will be training volunteers to give tours of the building 



• The Junior PGA tour event is coming to Keney Park. 

VI.  Phil Blonski, United Way 

• There will be 12 sites in Hartford to help people with tax preparation 

through the VITA program. Call 2-1-1 for an appointment for help, free for 

anyone whose household income is less than 55 thousand dollars. Aaron 

added comments about the importance to reach out to politicians with any 

concerns, and to also make sure that all of our neighbors are getting 

registered to vote. 

VII. Love Your Block, Paige, Julie Ann 

• 5 project have been selected for this first year., one from Naomi, Art Box 

Lot, Safe Play on Wolcott, Mural on Wolcott, Garden/Healthy Food 

Initiative 

• Feedback survey was handed out, but please contact them with any ongoing 

feedback 

 

VIII. Trinity College Grad student project, Sheila, Abby, Alexander 

• They will be helping with a Frog Hollow NRZ marketing plan that will 

include work on the website, developing social media opportunities, adding 

Spanish to media, and information about the neighborhood that can be used 

to market to student of Trinity and employees of the institutions. 

 

IX. MDC Presentation, Joe, Chris 

• Clean water project update – cut untreated waste water into rive by 50%, 

but still a long way to go. (12 years into the program) Currently looking to 

stretch out the plan to eventually cover a 40-year period vs. finishing in 

2029. This will make the project more affordable, so residents will not have 

unreasonable rate hikes. They will identify the priority projects that need 

attention sooner. DEEP is reviewing the plan. 

• Q + A, topics included coordination with other major construction projects, 

impact of the delay on water treatment plant, disruptions with new tunnels, 

old systems affecting sinkholes, downtown tunnel delays 

X. Congregation Beth Israel Presentation, Sandra, Scott 

• Looking for support to tear down a historical building on the cemetery that 

has been vacant for many years. They described the history of the building 

and cemetery and stated that the building has deteriorated beyond repair. 

According to the deed the building and any property can only be used for 

cemetery purposes. They are proposing that the building come down for 

safety reasons and replaced with a meditation space. They also plan on 

replacing the fencing around the property. 

• Q + A – opinions on both sides expressed. Steve made a motion to delay a 

vote to offer support for their plan until the next meeting. The motion was 

seconded, and approved. 

• XI. Meeting adjourned. Next meeting 4/16/19 

 

Minutes taken and presented by Steve Balcanoff 


